
Dear Supporters, Partners, and Friends of Isiphambano 
 
I want to take a few moments to talk to you about our founder and director, John 
Scheepers. Today I write to you not just in my capacity as a board member but as a 
long-time friend, colleague, and even at one time pastor of John’s. For as long as I 
can remember, John has had a compassionate and empathetic eye for those on the 
wrong end of the socially, economically, and racially unjust power imbalances in our 
broken world. I’ve seen his heart break, time and time again, for the weak, the 
marginalized, and the oppressed. The cry of the prophet Habakkuk is a cry that runs 
through his heart: 
 
How long, Lord, must I call for help, 
    but you do not listen? 
Or cry out to you, “Violence!” 
    but you do not save? 
Why do you make me look at injustice? 
    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
    there is strife, and conflict abounds. 
Therefore the law is paralyzed, 
    and justice never prevails. 
The wicked hem in the righteous, 
    so that justice is perverted. 
  (Habakkuk 1:3-4) 
 
And it’s this burden that has prompted John to action. This has taken the form of 
more than a decade of research and instruction on the often-neglected teachings of 
the Bible pertaining to justice. Over four years ago this action crystalized in the 
formation of the Isiphambano Centre for Biblical Justice. If you’re reading this then 
it’s likely that you, like me, have been impacted by this ministry and have clearly 
come to see that “the Lord is righteous, he loves justice” (Psalm 11:7). 
 
For us then, who believe in the ongoing necessity of the church in South Africa to 
grow in its understanding and application of biblical justice, recent events in John’s 
life have grieved us and moved us towards him and his family in compassion. Three 
months ago, we as the board, were notified that John was suffering from extreme 
and debilitating burnout. He straight away sought out professional help and we 
looked to drastically reduce the ministry output of Isiphambano to give him space for 
recuperation. Since then, John has made some progress but, through the explicit 
advice of medical professionals, it has become clear to him and to us that John very 
much needs a six-month sabbatical. Leading an NPO that deals with uncomfortable 
and difficult topics in a volatile economic climate has pushed him beyond breaking 
point and he needs to heal.  
 
As a board, we earnestly want to care for John and be able to provide him with this 
much needed sabbatical. We are however, not in the position to be able to financially 



cover it at present. And so, we want to reach out to you and ask if you would 
prayerfully consider assisting us in enabling John’s sabbatical. We want to raise a 
total of R90 000 and would implore you to see if you can contribute to this fund.  
 
We don’t know what the future holds. We don’t know if John will be able to continue 
in his role at the conclusion of a sabbatical. We don’t know if Isiphambano will 
continue in the same format that it has up to now. As a board, we are committed to 
the work of biblical justice and the ongoing ministry of Isiphambano in some format. 
We will continue to strategize and plan for the future. But right now, our concern is 
for John – that the man who has sacrificially, and at the cost of his own health, led us 
in this justice journey, get the care and rest he needs for his sake and his family’s 
sake. Help us help John. 
 
Giving Details: 
 
Bank: Standard Bank 
Account Name: Isiphambano Centre for Biblical Justice 
Account Number: 070629609 
Branch: Thibault Square 
Branch Code: 020909 
Swift Code: SBZA ZA JJ (for overseas donors)  
Reference YOUR NAME + SABBATICAL 
 
Overseas donors may either use the above banking details and the provided SWIFT 
code or alternatively for credit card payments the PayFast platform may also be 
used, or via GivenGain 
 
 
 
Blessings. 
 

 
Stephen Murray 
(On behalf of the board of Isiphambano Centre for Biblical Justice) 
 


