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WHAT IS ISIPHAMBANO? 
Isiphambano Centre for Biblical Justice is a study and training centre dedicated to 

developing a holistic, theological, and cross-shaped response to racial and economic 

injustice within the South African context.  

WHY ISIPHAMBANO? 
1. It is biblical:  

The restoration and renewal of all things, through the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, is at the heart of the 

biblical storyline (Ephesians 1:7-

10; Romans 8:18-23). We may 

describe this as a movement from 

creation to new creation. This 

work of restoration, mirroring the 

extent of the fall, is holistic in 

scope. No aspect of creation has 

been left untouched by the 

pervasive nature of sin and 

brokenness. Individually our sin 

has severed our relationship with 

God. Corporately we have 

severed our relationship with each other and with the creation itself. Furthermore, 

broken relationships have deeply marred the nature of the institutions we have built 

and the structures we have established as we have sought to order society. Our 

individual and corporate sin has meant we have built structures fraught with injustice, 

greed and inequality (Genesis 1-11).  

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ has dealt with our individual sin before a 

just and holy God (Romans 3:21-24) and also with the works or effects of sin in our 

broken world. (Colossians 3:19-20; Revelation 21:5; 22:1-6) This clearly has individual 

and communal implications and similarly it must also have structural implications for 

our sin-built structures which continue to sustain and promote inequality, greed and 
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injustice. The story of the early church pictures for us a significant change in the nature 

of our relationships with one another because of the work of Jesus, racial prejudices 

are broken down (reflected in the structure and the work of the church itself) (Galatians 

2:11-21; Ephesians 2:11-22; , economic inequality is worked against (Acts 6:1-7; 

James 5:1-5), famine relief is provided for (Acts 11:27-30), greater dignity is given to 

women and children in the community (Mark 10:13-16; Galatians 3:28), slaves 

(Philemon) and foreigners (Acts 8:26-40; 10; 11:19-21; 15:1-35; Ephesians 2:11-13) 

are included as equals in the work 

of the gospel.  

The new creation pictured in the 

last few chapters of the Bible is 

pictured as a kingdom of holistic 

redemption. Images of sufficient 

and bountiful provision, inclusion, 

beauty, security, justice, racial 

harmony and the healing of the 

nations are central to the nature 

of God’s coming kingdom (Acts 

2:42-27; 4:32-36; 11:27-30; 2 

Corinthians 8:1-4; Ephesians 

2:11-22; Revelation 22:1-6). It is 

this same kingdom which has 

broken into our world now in part and in weakness but broken in nonetheless through 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. We live though in expectation that though one-

day Jesus will return to consummate his kingdom in all its fullness, in the present we 

ought to see real and significant signs and life of that Kingdom through the life and 

witness of Church. 

2. It is contextual 

It would not be an overstatement to suggest that this is the critical apologetic issue in 

South Africa today, in particular for people of colour (approximately 85% of the 

population) and even more particularly for young people (approximately 66% of the 

population below the age of 35). The perception that evangelical theology has little or 



4 
 

nothing to say to the lived experiences and cries for justice of the oppressed and 

marginalised certainly has been strengthened by our silence in the face of oppression 

and our spiritualized dichotomy, which speaks much to the soul but little to the body. 

The existential, though often-unspoken questions, with which young black 

evangelicals are grappling with today have to do with the colonial nature of Christianity. 

Are the radicals right when they declare Christianity to be the white man’s religion and 

a tool of oppression whose primary aim is to subjugate and compromise African 

people, their culture and their theology? Evangelicals poor track record in addressing 

issues of racial and economic inequality and in working for substantive change both in 

the church and society, seem to add credence to these claims. We need, as a matter 

of urgency, to recover a holistic, cross-centred gospel that speaks to the context and 

concerns of the people of South Africa, whilst fostering a robust spirituality shaped by 

a desire to pursue justice, eradicate inequality and uplift the poor and the marginalized.  

If we fail in this it is most likely we will see a significant number of young black 

evangelicals shifting their allegiances, leaving evangelicalism and not inconceivably 

leaving any semblance of Christianity altogether. If we wish to see a robust gospel 

witness flourishing in our land we must return to the Scriptures, we must search our 

assumptions, we must wrestle with our context and we must listen to the voices of our 

black brothers and sisters as they cry out for justice. 

3. It is evangelistic:  

The gospel is a word of proclamation about who 

Jesus is and what he has done (Luke 24:45-48;1 

Corinthians 2:1-2). That word though never 

comes in a vacuum but always within a specific 

context (Acts 2:14-36; 17:16-31). The gospel is a 

universal and unchanging message which speaks 

to the specific longings and cries of any given 

culture. We are called to be a counter-cultural 

community of God’s people who through the 

nature of our lives together, both in the world and 

for the world, put on display the new picture of 

“The New Testament 

presents the church as 

the community of the 

kingdom in which Jesus 

is acknowledged as Lord 

of the universe and 

through which, in 

anticipation of the end, 

the kingdom is 

concretely manifested in 

history.” 

C. Rene Padilla 
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humanity which the gospel word brings into being. It is this new way of living in God’s 

world which will cause unbelievers to ask us for the reason for our hope and glorify 

God (1 Peter 2:12; 3:15). The church as a people of justice and mercy are a sign and 

a foretaste of God’s kingdom. Just as good works are inseparable from faith in the life 

of believers so justice in the life of the Christian community is inseparable from the 

work of evangelism. 

WHAT DOES THE NAME MEAN? 
Isiphambano is an isiZulu word 

which carries two distinct 

meanings. Firstly it, carries the 

meaning of a physical cross, 

reflecting the centrality of the 

death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ in our understanding of 

biblical justice. Secondly it carries 

the idea of “crossing paths” 

reflecting our conviction that the 

pursuit of cross shaped justice will 

require us to cross paths with one 

another, to learn from one 

another, to listen to one another 

and to be shaped by one another. 

Finally, as we “cross paths” in 

pursuing a theology of “cross-centric” justice it is our conviction that those of us divided 

by race and economics will begin to find one another again in deep, just and reconciled 

relationships. The cross sets us free to begin the painful yet beautiful journey of 

“crossing paths” with one another in restoration and reconciliation.  
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WHAT WE DO? 
Isiphambano provides theological resources and training to assist the church to 

develop a cross-centred, contextual understanding and practice of justice in their local 

church and community. While we will no doubt draw from, highlight, or benefit from 

theological reflection done in other contexts, Isiphambano’s stated aim is to provide 

resources and theological reflection specific to the South African context. 

We aim to achieve this by providing online and offline resources: 

Website: Our online presence (www.isiphambano.com) takes the form of developing 

a library of resources promoting a cross-centred, contextual approach to justice. 

Including theological papers, sermons, seminars, book reviews, blogs, a podcast and 

various small group material.  

Podcast: Every month on our Julle Mense (“You People”) Podcast David Cloete and 

John Scheepers sit down with guests from a variety of backgrounds and theological 

convictions to explore what Cross-Centred, Contextual Justice looks like in South 

Africa today. Subscribe to the podcast here. 

Offline we provide seminars, guest preaching, training workshops, experiential 

learning opportunities and story-telling events. We also seek to help churches develop 

healthy ways of doing justice in a contextually appropriate way, making the most of 

accepted best practices. To this end we partner with other specialist organisations 

where appropriate. 

Seminars and Workshops: Twice a year we run a Justice and Theology Forum. In 

the past, we have invited various speakers to present papers on subjects related to 

Justice and Theology, followed by a time of discussion and prayer. Topics have 

included: The Role of the Church in Reconciliation; True Prosperity: Contextual 

Reflections on the Prosperity Gospel, A Theology of Violence and We Considered Him 

Punished by God: Reflections on the Relationship between Substitutionary Atonement 

and Contemporary Justice 

file:///C:/Users/jpsch/OneDrive/Documents/Isiphambano%20Centre%20for%20Biblical%20Justice/Vision%20Documents/www.isiphambano.com
https://soundcloud.com/jullemense
https://www.isiphambano.com/training/justice-and-theology-forum
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We also offer a range of workshops and seminars such as; Three Levels of Justice: A 

Practical Framework for Doing Justice; and seminars such as Unpacking White 

Privilege: A Theological Perspective; The Cost of Reconciliation: Reflections on the 

book of Philemon; Cross-Centred Justice: Exploring the biblical basis for Cross-

Centred Justice and a History of Inequality: The complex and inconsistent history of 

the church in South Africa. 

Experiential Learning: Isiphambano recognises that for transformative learning to 

occur we need to both hear and experience truth in action. We therefore offer 

experiential learning opportunities which enable participants to experience, reflect on, 

and discuss what we see or hear through the framework of a cross centred, contextual 

theology. These experiential 

learning events would include 

aspects such as site visits, story-

telling, creative arts and theological 

reflection. Available experiences 

include Story Telling across the 

Railway Line, A Forced Removals 

Experience or The Story of the 

Church: A History of the Church and 

Apartheid. Find out more about by visiting our website  

Study Cohort: Isiphambano currently offers a ten month in depth-programme of 

theological and practical reflection in understanding and applying cross-centred, 

contextual justice to the South African context. In-depth study and reflection on 

Scripture form a central tenant of this course, which also includes discussion of church 

history, the history of South Africa, sociological understandings of race and power, 

and reflections on relevant theologians or theological schools of thought. This course 

will give the participant not only a robust theological understanding of Cross-Shaped 

Justice but also a practical framework for actually doing justice and mercy in 

contemporary South Africa. 

 

  

https://www.isiphambano.com/training/workshops
https://www.isiphambano.com/training/seminars
https://www.isiphambano.com/training/experiential-learning


8 
 

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED? 
Visit our website (www.isiphambano.com), listen, watch, read, learn and engage with 

us as we together pursue cross-centred, contextual justice. 

Subscribe to our Julle Mense (“You People”) podcast or our regular emails. 

Share our online content and the vision for a 

movement of cross-centred and contextual justice 

through social media. Follow us on Social Media via 

Facebook or Twitter. 

Invite us to speak, train, or journey, with your 

church, organisation, or leadership as you consider 

how you may better embrace the vision of cross-

centred contextual justice. Contact us at 

john@isiphambano.com 

Join an Isiphambano Study Cohort for a more in-depth exploration of cross-centred, 

contextual justice through guided readings, monthly contact sessions and contextual 

reflections. Email at john@isiphambano if you would like more information. 

Contribute: It is our conviction that Isiphambano must be a diverse group of 

thinkers, writers, teachers, poets and theologians collectively exploring the 

implications and the theology of cross-centred justice from different contextual 

standpoints and with a multitude of lens. In so doing we will move towards both greater 

biblical fidelity and greater contextual relevance. If you are interested in contributing a 

paper, blog article, review, poem, spoken word please have a look at our contributor’s 

guidelines here.  

Donate: The work of Isiphambano is advanced through the generous donations and 

support of those who resonate with a vision of a reconciled and just South Africa. 

Please consider becoming a partner in this ministry by financial giving either through 

a once off gift or regular monthly giving. 

If you wish to make a donation please use the below banking details: 

http://www.isiphambano.com/
https://soundcloud.com/jullemense
https://isiphambano.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe/post?u=dd6a2398c2436d2c20c0f1510&id=bbef744a54
https://www.facebook.com/isiphambano
https://twitter.com/IsiphambanoSA
https://www.isiphambano.com/contribute-content
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Account Name: Isiphambano Centre for Biblical Justice 

Account Number: 070629609 

Bank: Standard Bank 

Branch: Victoria Road Service Centre 

Branch Code: 020909 

For overseas Transaction you will also require the following information: 

Swift Code (for overseas transactions): SBZA ZA JJ 

Bank Address: 230 Victoria Road, Woodstock, South African, 7925 

Pray: It is our conviction that, because the evil one loves to see injustice and 

inequality flourish and God’s people distracted and confused, the work of Isiphambano 

should expect to encounter significant spiritual opposition. Isiphambano, therefore as 

a ministry can only exist and be faithful through a deep dependence upon the grace 

and mercy of our God.  

Contact: If you wish to find out more about the work of Isiphambano, have questions 

about anything you have read here or wish to discuss how you could be involved or 

further support the work of Isiphambano please contact John Scheepers via email 

john@isiphambano.com 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE: 
1. There is one God, who exists eternally in three distinct but equal persons: The 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Unchangeable in his holiness, justice, wisdom 

and love he created and sustains all things according to the purpose of his sovereign 

will and for his glory. 

2. The divine inspiration, truthfulness, and authority of both Old and New Testament 

Scriptures as the only written word of God, without error in all that it affirms, and the 

only infallible rule of faith and practice. The Holy Spirit continually illumines the minds 

of God’s people in every culture to perceive its truth freshly through their own eyes 

and in their own context. 

3. All men and women, created in the image of God, have inherent and equal dignity 

and worth. The Bible does not presuppose the superiority of any culture, race or 

nationality to another, but evaluates all cultures according to its own criteria of truth 

and righteousness. 

4. As a result of the fall, every aspect of human nature, and all life in this world, has 

been corrupted by sin. Every person therefore stands condemned before a just and 

holy God and subject to the judgement of God.  

5. The incarnation of God’s eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is fully God and 

fully man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary and lived a 

sinless life in obedience to the Father. 

6. Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures, as a substitutionary and atoning 

sacrifice, triumphing over all evil and turning away the wrath of God. Through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ God, was reconciling the whole world to himself.  

7. Jesus Christ was resurrected bodily, on the third day, as the first fruits of our 

resurrection and the inauguration of the new and future age, now broken into this world 

in history. Jesus then ascended to the Father, where he now sits at his right hand as 

our king and mediator. One day Christ shall return, personally and visibly, to complete 

his saving work and to consummate the eternal plan of God. 

8. Salvation is entirely a work of God’s grace and cannot be earned or deserved. The 

justification of sinners is solely by the grace of God alone and through faith in Christ 
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alone. There is only one Saviour and only one gospel. There is no other name by 

which we must be saved.  

9. Regeneration by the Holy Spirit is essential for the salvation of lost and sinful people. 

The work of the Holy Spirit unites us with Christ through the new birth, enables us to 

understand the Scriptures, empowers us for godly living, applies the work of salvation 

to us, and equips us for service and witness 

10. The Church is the body of Christ both local and universal.  The church is a 

redeemed community of God’s people sent into the world as the Father sent the Son. 

The task of the church, as God’s redeemed and sent people, is to proclaim the gospel 

of grace in word, and demonstrate the kingship of Jesus to the ends of the earth in 

deed. The church is to actively seek the good of all, especially the poor and the needy. 

She is also at the very centre of God’s cosmic purpose and is his appointed means of 

spreading the gospel. 

11. The personal and visible return of Jesus Christ to fulfil the purposes of God, to 

raise all people to judgement, bringing eternal life to the redeemed and eternal 

condemnation to the lost, and establishing the new creation. This future kingdom has 

now broken in through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the present we 

experience this kingdom in part, in weakness and in hiddenness, but at the return of 

Christ, in fullness and in glory.  

Isiphambano Centre for Biblical Justice affirms both The Lausanne Covenant and The 

Grand Rapids Report on Evangelism and Social Responsibility as providing the 

fundamental framework within which we position ourselves theologically and 

missiologically.  

 

 

 

https://www.lausanne.org/content/covenant/lausanne-covenant
https://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/lop-21
https://www.lausanne.org/content/lop/lop-21

